j>96      ST. AUGUSTINK AND  HIS  AGK
term * pagan * (villager) -already long in use • became a fairly correct appellation ("or its open worshippers.
Iti the provinces paganism prolonged its struggles far into the fifth century, and in some places survived until the seventh. In the African provinces we find the struggle proceeding until, in 428, the. Vandals put an end to all sectarian strife by an impartial devastation. In 415 Honurius found it necessary to renew his threats and penalties, fur the pagan sentiment wan not a little obstinate in Africa in spite of the advances and concessions of the new religion. Pseudo-Prosper records, in his entertaining /V Prtftiniinnii»n^ that on one occasion some of the condemned idols were found concealed in a cave in one of the Mauritanian towns, and the whale city, including the clergy, were convicted of * perjury,' In fact, it would appear from an obscure passage of the decree of 415 that secret societies had been formed amongst the pagans, and the heads of these are threatened with capital punishment. It is also indicated that the pagan pontiffs hud returned to the towns, and the emperor ordered them to retire to their native places. Hut the remaining temples were now closed, and all surviving statues destroyed.